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THE TRUE HEROES OF OUR TIME

During the 30 years of existence of the magazine CURIERUL ROMANESC (THE ROMANIAN COURIER), I have been interested to meet and to have interviews with
personalities, “people with power”, people who through their actions have changed, or have influenced the destiny of a collectivity, or of a nation. I was not interested
in first place if they had the same political or social views as I had, but what made possible that they arrived to decide over others’ life. Do they have inborn qualities
which raise them over the “common people”, or are they just the result of some circumstances? What in the way to behave of these “people with power” — presidents
of states, prime-ministers, leader of political parties, leaders of international organizations - fills with enthusiasm other people, who follow them, and who, by that,
invest them with power, and consolidate their power? In a kind of journalistic blindness, I avoided to introduce to our readers “the common people” I met every day.
However, the experience from the last years made me to understand that, in fact, there are not the presidents of states, the prime-ministers, the leaders of political
parties, or the leaders of international organizations who influence our everyday life, that not the "people with power” are they who make our life more pleasant, or a
nightmare. During the last years, since I am traveling between two worlds — Stockholm, Sweden, and Houston, Texas — I have realized, once more, that our everyday
life is influenced, is marked by the officers we meet every day in different governmental or local institutions, by the people working in hospitals, or in banks, by people
we meet when shopping, in stores, etc. I did understand, once more, that the intelligence, the professionalism, the self-abnegation, the honesty, the skill, the kindness,
the consideration given to our fellow men, as well as the stupidity, the badness, the lack of honesty and consideration to them around us, are not the monopoly neither
of one nation, nor of one particular skin color, nor of one particular religion. I have decided to introduce to you people I have met, who have impressed me by their
professionalism, honesty, and self-abnegation with which they accomplish their everyday work, without magniloquence, with respect for them self, and consequently
for people around them. Them I wish to bring my appreciation, and my gratitude, because they are the true heroes of our time, they are them who make our life to be
happy, or a nightmare.
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Silvia Constantinescu.

I BELIEVE IN ANGELS!

INGERII DE LA GARA CENTRALA DIN STOCKHOLM,
de Silvia Constantinescu.
s ATT TR Jume I

ingerii del la Gara Centrali din Stockholm.
Photo: Silvia Constantinescu /| © CR.

"I believe in Angels!" este titlul unei cintec al formatiei suedeze ABBA. Mi-a
plicut intotdeauna acest cantec, i melodia si textul, mai ales cd si eu am crezut si
continui sa cred in Angels!

Si cum sd nu cred in ingeri, cdnd in cele mai grele momente din viata mea, cdnd
nu mai aveam nici o sperantd cd voi putea iesi din situatia grea in care md aflam,
apdrea CINEVA care mi scotea din incurciturd? Asa s-a fntdmplat si fn 10
septembrie 2010.

Sd vd povestesc ce s-a intdmplat atunci. Eram foarte obositi, dupd o cildtorie de
peste 10 ore de la Houston, Texas la Stockholm si pe deasupra, trecusem printr-o
serie de neplaceri la aeroportul din Houston, Texas, care ma afectaserd deosebit.

O salariatd, care nu stia cum sd se poarte cu cdldtorii, atitudine neintdlnitd pand
atunci la personalul companiei KLM, rea si care nu prea intelegea tote informatiile
din data de baze a companiei KLM referitoare la cildtoria aceasta specificd si la
mine §i sotul meu, considera cd avem prea multe bagaje, mai ales la bagajele de

Asta nu era insd adevirat! La bagajele de mand aveam, in plus fatd de descrierea
generald facutd de compania KLM pe Internet, un colac dintr-un material
spongios, pe care obisnuiesc sd sed, ca sd mai ameliorez durerile provocate de
discopatia mea, dureri care se amplificd dacd stau ore ntregi in gezut; acest colac
nu ocupa loc la bagaj, cici eu sed pe el in timpul cildtoriei, dar ca si-1 pot
transporta pand la avion, il pun intr-o sacose sau pungd mare in care si incapd;
mai aveam o geantd frigorificd, cici eu am diabet i de aceea am cu mine insulind,
pe care trebuie sd mi-o administrez fn timpul acestei lungi cildtorii $i pe care o
transport intr-o geantd frigorificd, dar si alte medicamente, atdt pentru mine ct si
pentru Octavian, care are tot felul de alergii la mancare, printre care alergie la nuci
si morcovi, care se manifestd foarte violent, etc. Pentru aceste medicamente
trebuie sd ceri o aprobare speciald de la compania aeriand, adicd KLM, si sd
dovedesti cd ai aceste boli, cu certificat medical. Si acest certificat il aveam!
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